Songs of the Shakespeare's Plays : Vocal
Complaints by Desdemona and Ophelia
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Des. My mother had a maid called Barbary:
She was in love, and he she loved proved mad
And did forsake her. She had a song of ‘willow’.
An old thing ‘twas, but it represented her fortune,
And she died singing it: that song tonight
Will not go from my mind: I have much to do
But to go hang my head all at one side
And sing it like poor Barbary. Prithee dispatch.
Emi.  Shall I go fetch your nightgown?
Des. No, unpin me here.
This Lodovico is a proper man.
Emi. A very handsome man.
I know a lady in Venice would have walked barefoot to Palestine for a
touch of his nether lip.
Des. The poor soul sat singing by a sycamore tree,
Sing all a green willow:
Her hand on her bosom, her head on her knee,
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Sing willow, willow, willow.
The fresh streams ran by her, and murmured her moans,
Sing willow, willow, willow:
Her salt tears fell from her, and softened the stones,
Sing willow —
Lay by these —
Willow, willow —
Prithee, hie thee: he’ll come anon —
Sing all a green willow must be my garland.
Let nobody blame him, his scorn I approve —
Nay, that’s not next. — Hark, who is’t that knocks?
Emi. It’s the wind.
Des. I called my love false love, but what said he then?
Sing willow, willow, willow:
If I court more women, you’ll couch with more men —
So, get thee gone, goodnight.
(The Tragedy of Othello, 4.3. 27-60)
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A poor soul sat sighing by a sycamore tree,
O willow, willow, willow

His hand on his bosom, his head on his knee
O willow, willow, willow

He sigh’d in his singing, and after each groan
Adieu to all pleasure, my true love is gone.

The cold streams ran by him, his eyes wept apace,

The salt tears fell from him, which drowned his face;
The mute birds sat by him, made tame by his moan,

The salt tears fell from him, which soften’d the stone.

Let nobody blame me, her scorns I do prove,
She was born to be false, and I die for her love.
O that beauty should harbor a heart that’s so hard
My true love rejecting without all regard!

With these words engraven, as epitaph meet,

“Here lies one drank poison for potion most sweet.”
Though she thus unkindly have scorned my love,

And carelessly smiles at the sorrows I prove;
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As then ‘twas my comfort, it now is my grief,
It now brings me anguish; then brought me relief.
Farewell, fair false-hearted, plaints end with my breath
Thou dost loathe me; I love thee, though cause of my death.
(Duffin 468-49)
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Oph. Where is the beauteous majesty of Denmark?
Ger. How now, Ophelia!
Oph. How should I your true love know

From another one?

By his cockle hat and staff,

And his sandal shoon.
Ger. Alas, sweet lady, what imports this song?
Oph. Say you? Nay, pray you, mark.

He is dead and gone, lady.

He is dead and gone.
At his head a grass-green turf,
At his heels a stone.

Enter King
Ger.  Nay, but, Ophelia —
Oph. Pray you, mark.

White his shroud as the mountain snow —
Ger.  Alas, look here, my lord.
Oph. Larded with sweet flowers

Which bewept to the grave did not go
With true-love showers.
(The Tragedy of Hamlet, 4.5.22-40)
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As you came from Walsingham & D% L KL,

From that holy land TANTY IHEDEBR) RS
Met you not with my true love TOETHH

By the way as you came? RDOETHANIEZVWEEATLIZD?
How should I your true love know, EATEG D FEL &)

That hath met many a one, Falx DB 70 5 KL H 2
As I came from the holy land, fToTlRoT&E LA

That have come, that have gone? LD EBELELLDOT,

14 (14)



ICEZTW5D. ZORGER,

SRR
&, A L 7 Atk s o

T Ay AETEIO/NE

She is neither white nor brown,
But as the heavens fair:

There is none hath a form so divine
On the earth, in the air.

Such a one did I meet, good sir
With an angel-like face:

Who appear’d like a nymph, like a queen,

In her gait, in her grace.

What is the cause she hath left thee along,
And a new way doth take,

That sometime did thee love as herself,
And her joy did thee make?

I have loved her all my youth
But now am old as you see:

Love liketh not the falling fruit.
Not the withered tree.

Yea but love is a durable fire,
In the mind ever burning:
Never sick, never old, never cold,
From itself never turning.
(Duffin 422-43)
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R PEEY 7PV ThH o7z k) ICBbis,
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Suicides were denied the usual rites of mourning. Their bodies were interred
in the dark, without a coffin and the garlands might have adorned it. They were
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buried in a roadway, sometimes a crossroads, rather than in the churchyard in
the place where they ‘belonged.” -+ The ghosts of suicides were believed to be
restless and malevolent; the stake driven through the suicide’s body was sup-
posed to fix his spirit in its grave. (MacDonald 47)
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