On a Political Alliance between Persia and
Christian States in Europe in The Travels of the
Three English Brothers : Safavid's Persia Seen by
the Sherley's Brothers
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We live and die, suffer calamities,

Are underlings to sickness, fire, famine, sword.

We all are punished by the same hand and rod,

Our sins are all alike; why not our God? (Scene i, 177-80)
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LEHe 72720, BHPT7T vV — RO THADEREL T, [BRID
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Oy SEEORBE V) 7Ty Z—DH LI %> Tw L,
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WD) ¥ A MGEIZOWT, 7YV Z—I 3RO X HIZHAT 5,

Then Christian princes join their hands with yours

And sweep their several nations to a heap

With one desire to number out their men,

Knowing who fight for heaven each soldier’s ten,

And every hand is free in shedding blood

Since 'tis to wash the evil from the good.  (Scene ii, 181-86)
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WKERELLTILIIb %5, 5bHA BOEELZIT /2y v—1) —
WBIZIRAZIL AN Y DFEN) Ny 7 (FEELTT NN 20H
NETHFA Y - TN — - XT N =F) EPDRHT )AL 5T,
F A MNGE L OFBIIAZELDIOMY T v,
HOCOMOBELEDCHN) Ny 7 LT 2y == LDwmnf &
T, VI7AIZHEOFY A I —uy SFEEEoRBOENE S ¥ 7T v
FAZH Yo V7ADRSDMRPIFIIHLT, Ty =—id [FJ A MK
EEEBCELTBY F3aEBHEEO BEBIEAZ, PLIITHITT S
728 BAERET A & O A 2 ) &2 U2 - T 5 0T | (“Christendom
/ And all the neighbour princes bordering here, / And crave their general aid
against the Turk, / Whose grants no doubt of”) (Scene ii. 241-44) &% 2 %o
MVaoBgERZEHIEL, 1) 2 MAEOEMHEEZFHIZIE, v rE
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26)0 Thabb, ERKERTSL VI EFY A NI — 0y FHEE O
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F2\Er, BEHEOEDNSBVEFEONDY WHIE, NNy 2 hSIFEE
1N TWBDEN, BEGETHY), b BRebA 27T FAIHHL
LaEINL, BIOBPETIE, VT yDEFIZHWT, WY ADaE
BIX¥Z 12, BOBMEATRRL-2LDbET, V71 OFIIhhroCH
IN— NSRS T2 b D LB IAL, BOEIZT Ao THEIE L LIEOR
FAREND, [INEFTHEFE L Ldhdo/2bs LALES, EW
KIFWZFT, 2 L2S5FL TWwE ] (“Till now I never loved him, /
And now by yonder sun I dote on him”) (Scene xi, 217-18) & #fz A1 D

FE, FERYTOMELBA T, BHCTTOIIEHTI LN TE R,
BOBWEH -2V 7 4 3FEELZET il an— D20 5,
WHDHIEIZEID, A 2T T RERNI Y EPHIDITONE, 29 L
2R YA MEGEICTR LAY v AR LBT 2 2 812k 5T, BIPER
7ohik, MLaEF ) A MI -0 v GERERE O E V) BIRE TS A
PEBEESO TV v AL ART I EORUEEL VT U

41608 fEIC T N— M iE, AN ANVEBE LI L > T VA Y THHOEFHDRT
LT eI L7z, oL, F)RAMEGETHY, T vN— 2A—thEE
FTLED—-ANTHo7ze CORBHZLY, FLYTIZF 7771 —BHOEE
THTHNT (Blow 88). 16254214 > 75 v FEITEY = 4 A X—{ &7
B, aN— R BT LY TET vN—ADEEMSY, Ba—k & OBSIHEAR % K
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BT A, SNOLDOHMETOREZAIF, RIFY VY v EoMEEK
LT V2= DNLLHEZDRRTHL ) EZHD, ZOIRTIZ,
BROREEZ T vV ==l BbwnN) Ry 7 5057 L7Z
Bl 2 TR 2 E 24 ) R 3 BTk, NNy Z BT LA
DRNVIETWVANDT I TAT A XARBEEBLEST vV =—% Lok
(Blow 61), BIFTlE, U=~ (T 2= A%FNIHDOE—-—FV FDO T
77, FAVEMR T INGHHPEEEINT D, ZOHHIZOWTIEE
BT LT L LT ROOFHHHT L 7TIZB TN Ry 7 HBEFFRY) A -
IRy TOHTT ¥V =—DRCF5OAEFTNRHR L VIR BV & 51T
o INEHIZL-UYTERFE, 7Ty =—%EBT50HR%LT, F
VA NEGED AN ik e LTI 50 WELREERIZ, 1772 F
ANEANOEEIZLY, 7oy =—3Hsh, BF»roR0H8b52 515,
CITREEZ VDL, W PVINLEDCoT Yy Er YT EDK
WHERDPIHREN LW L THb, HLETD, VIADORMLELT, 7
U=y T EFIGER LIl EEF o T A FE LI R, u—
SRTLRYVEEND, HEZ L X2 A/ EREHORT T v v = —13,
W & BHEOL LN, NHOKBEOME B L U7 H 2T % 7,
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That Christian princes would lend level strength
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To curb the insulting pride of paganism;

And you, the mouth of heaven, advertise them

To join their bodies to an able arm,

That, as above’s stern vengeance for heaven'’s foes,

So men, heaven’s friends, should seek their overthrows.  (Scene v, 44-49)

NR=12k 2zl Trv=—i ZOFHMOFNIA M) v 7IZ8EEL, B
RHUBLIFTHIEDPTEL (100, ¥V A MEELE PV L oiivix
FOEBIZ/-EZ06N5, 72720, I M) v o altfiEa s LTHEDT
DA RARILIR SN ve BIFICBWTEEICH b 72BN Lo 7 v 5
AT A RARBELDPHIRENZE06T5%06, Ty =—DFEIC
GREGEL ORBEHETT 29 A TRREBR72F ) X MRS Tw
BrEZOND, 29 LT, BEREBIX, BELT VY =—2HOEW
ENFOS, WU Ry 7 2T DG EEY T, SOk &, Try ==,
WEZRDVHEDHITNINRY 7 23E00F, COZEZHEIZENDD
N7z, a7 TRy 72 an, EREniz2ezB8vwlL
FEART O LRI 5, FELHMSHEE, PLaIcind 57
DIZF YA I —a v/ GEEE —DICL &) LT 2HICHEE G 27202
», Y X EDRIEOIZO DMK ERRT B0, TV =—%2T =X
~NEDIHLTLEY

L2L, RV Y EORBERDLT Vv =07 = = A b4 E
RELBRETLZEE RV, ZREZHD, ROEBHRT, PRIZERA 27
F v Fo#Elr v TEME . BE ZOZATI0 FORICT =R
THEH>TWVh, EOHMEVE, BIORERIZ) 7Y T4 %25 272THH).
N=L oA P EPDFESER L, 7T MELAE R LT, B
¥ %z % (Chambers 286-87) ZHLIZL T, EHEH{LZWT ¥V =—
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NEFE L) 7ORII» P ) EREMEEE L2) 212, NIy T7zh
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WDTHH ) Mo BN, -y XEWMTHESEERDL L L BIZ, FHIT
L7z sy v OFEE LR ARG 727 vV ==kl 1ZIZREIZH->T
HHEINTWD (Grogan 156) = 2T, HEoF ) A MEEOE LB
CESDI v v a B ED L) IS TWoD PR Ko Th7z\,
BDE LI BD, B—< &Y 2 = AFMOFNIZ, BLLEOT v/N—2A
—MHOMEEFIL N A Y K e TINEFHE L7ze TNHOEN-HIE, 1
VTG RADT I =BT v N—ARER LT, MVIICRT 572
OOFRBEFFHEL TVDH I EIZYEKL Tz (Blow 62), &) DI, 1
SIIT ) FRZALEEFDB PV INLZE 2L T H I 2 Mo Twi
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TEB%A 2 u— VT 5701, Oy TRHOES ZFHHAIE L0, 7 v
W= LI LTl R G OMEETH 5 -0V S XY iB» B ARS v AR RV
FHWAERBVILEB ) E LT EEEDI (Blow 62)s LAd, N7
) =T MO Lo TW/miio —< Bl M)V 7 2L, o7 voN—
AL O JedIZ LT, ARBIDHE S 72 1606 412 v a & ORIV %
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ZIE) AR PN v IR o7 (Blow 63-64)0 fERELT, TV
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SENEDTHAH,

v

TyVZ—OF) A M -0y GEERERGEIZIZFECE BB bR
EMVIFHDOF 7 T T AHEO X — T B THERICHEREEL D5, WHOE
YWIZEVBORELRY, av Ay v F /=T VicERELSRTLE
Vo MVITLDOEVIIBHENDZ=ZHON- ML, TOZEEZ VIO
KkZEELo72F) A MEENLIL END, LEEHIEEZHLZW ]
VAOFEPEROTL LB SIE, KRMVarsas % [H LoME—of
To%r»r0T, EROMIEE | (“the sole god of earth, / King of all kings,
provost of Paradise”) (Scene viii, 17-18) (272 & 2, FRAZGHEMICL > TH
RAA AT = DBADOUFEEEDLZETREND, ZORHETIE, #DH
ERMICEDHRE ZD MVIOBEOK L LTH SN Twd, br )&
FTOLE, AYTTYROIA Ty MY, BiERDLA V7T v FE
FogEr KMV TEL, P ARBREICES ZEPHESNL, Ih
EhvakA 77 FEDRBOHKRTLH A (Parr 15-16) T LT
o= L, V7 A0S 2L, P AL &I MV AHHEE R
Bt 5o BIZIRARZZE I, SO EDNY T4 DY ZHL DD, hz2 -
THROEDOTN= M T52E2MEIETCLE). TERPD D, b
ADORREAES L7z K MV IIZmh 5T,V 7 4 I3 RET 5.V 7 1
DRBS, RV ¥ EEIFEE LTHZ LD ET2BIER-E DBV
fabo>TL %,

EHICHEERI LI, ON= NN Y Z7OE Y TRU - TOER
RRBEL, TYVEI—OEEXFHLT, VT Yy EFOBEEHEEICL
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b ThHb, FEEFELRLZV 7413, NIRy Z I EEET 5
NNV Y L, T VG EOH OB THREIN S 72 ETIE A
BUAH 2 ik L HE 2 BA LSRG EICER L Twd, ¥U R MK
-0 v /NGHEE OB KRB AT 5121, NIRyrReh Y
AD L) BEENIFEELOSHEAESRITNE R L2V, T, V74
FunN— b EEOMICAEENFLELICF) A MO ERITL I L %
B, BHPAHITBIC LD Ev) . TTITE, MUKMICA AT — 2%
YREMELR MV LI, BOF) A MIEICERE Y 7 14 DFREK
BIAVRENTVD, 3T, F) A MERHROER T KD LT —
MOV D D, T LT, BRIIWLEHIZLZY 71 DROFETY
FTARY 7 A% MR D,

In the best embrace of our endeared love

We do enclose thee. Sherley shall approve

Our favours are no cowards, to give back;

They shall abide till death. Thou shalt not lack

Our love’s plenitude, our dearest nephew.

Now for the temple, where our royal hand

Shall make thy child first Christian in our land.  (Scene xiii, 196-202)

V7 APUN= MR L L, ENZ ROV vl V7T
YN EDOREPBIREI NG ZEZRRT Do MUA AT —LETHY 2208
5, FUAMUSHTEZANVT v & PV I EDOFEHEEOMELHLNIZE
Nbo V741, X =) —ROUIIH G ALHIZRBRIIBWT, uN—
FOTFELRPEDOFTIOETRADF ) A MFEIILEL) LdWVH, T
DHEAMOET CIATbN L ELOKERIE, v/~ P OIEEE S HIZEMW
Co LTI, MITT v N—A—%F 1) X MGEICSE ST DV %
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WTw/izbkwbiiTwb (Harrison Vi 32), 7272L, hz&ti v —1) —
RORHEDFERDVH M) v 7 ThHho/zZ LIFENRTE RS RV, HEETH
HETHF) A MR -1y GEEE T 51203, SRR ERT 22 L
DUETHST-DTHH ) DB E VST, BEDAL V7T FAILE S
T, SOZLRBEDHICZTANSNLMETIE R o72133TH 5,

KEIM &R B0 — 7Tk, ML [&55] BGL, ¥ v—
) —ZWEOBURERT, ON— PRIV Y Y OEE, TV —Id AR
AVEE, ZLTERRABA Y7 IV FicwbaLe b bicERICEHNS,
[ ] 1L, ENEFNCEEOLEEGE TG 2 5. HHIEHEWERT,
B EIICHLIZBT, BHFBY 5, 205, EHESLZVWT VYV =—D
F) A NI -0y SEEEEESS, VY vl N vy EEFEOSN-O
N—=hF, KMVIIZE>TA AT = 2HISEEREOENIZAT LS 4
TR M RADF =T B TOHFET HOR7-DIZLET, ENZTOBEK
BRIV Yy ZFEDOTEL/N— N —LALRTIEDNTELTHA ) D%
Lad, MIKE LT 1605 4124 U722 KEBHIE RO B HE T A ~A
YTHDHED)DEIWEL LD, FENHET H7 ¥V =—ETEICE -
TH Y74 T IRBELZG SNLGHPHEALSND. ME2IZ, B
MixMLCTI -y NEFELGTA MVIZFEICLT, ¥R MICE
KThHY), FVAMI—a v/ GEELORBELZRKD 5V v OIS
B, FHLWERE LTEA SN LIk,

ZHRELLTL, vx =) —WEPYUEDS 7T FOEEARLEA
TebEDOHRIIM S TV L3FEETHL, RPNV AE, 4127 T
FIZJEETR, L7y v Pt A0 EEEC ZE AN OFEET, —
o o FUBICIi SNz, 7oy =—ICLTY, i RESOE RV
AR ZE D o TRy v & AR, Ve OBBRLEICEHE L Tz
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(Blow 88-91)°% 7 v /N—Z—HHZ, A VEET 2 ) REHIC ML AR
BEHRD ZTTWeDED, BEHIATHIIR S 2 WKL L 27 TW»
72DTHDABMD LESNHDL, ¥ A ME -0y GEEE VY ¥
& OB SN2 L v ) RLERIE 2o BIPTHTH S 2 HskRFEO
HAEH/ D 1608 4F, B Eou/N— L, EFTLITLLEBIIT v N=2R
— O E LT, A MKI -0 v GEEEZEHL, S~V & D
MRESE % 3t C £ o 72 (Harrison V: 154-55; 165-66), Z4LTdH, &5
ZEVOHZMITA LY 7 v FEHOAT-BIZE 5T, a/N—= MMV
DL DEGEEPTHIET LR h o7 (Blow 94). #HKIZIZ % %78,
KEIDHRH SN O Y v — ) — =0T 514 277 ¥ FADR#R
FEEDLIBBDTHS DT LNH ) Do TNH =D REDNKE
HWLT, FMECART—AETH) A5, MVaLITRRLE=HTEL
TONNVY YD AECFY A Ma —a v FEEOBUREZBNT 5 00
BUWER 2L OHMNTH -7 EZOBNLEDTH S,

HEt

AWFFEI, S 4 FERAISEE DI RS (T eIk &k 4) (3
#WF7e (C)) (GREFRS: 21K00359) D ED—ETH 5,

P OERAINIC 1622 4, TN— N OEBWLIFEL D> T, T yN— A, A ¥
T ROXBEEET, RV YEORVLAZIDLSFEN P TIVAZBOTL
AT RRA Y REMHEF TV FHEA » P& E OREENE D E 2R
L7,
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On a Political Alliance between Persia and
Christian States in Europe in The Travels

of the Three English Brothers
— Safavid’s Persia Seen by the Sherley’s Brothers ——

Keitaro Ishibashi

The Travels of the Three English Brothers was written by John Day, William
Rowley and George Wilkins and performed in 1607. The play follows the for-
tunes of the Sherley’s three brothers over several years, telescoping them into
contemporaneity: the progress of Anthony on Sophy’s (the Sultan of Persia,
Abbas I's) embassy to conclude an alliance against the Ottoman empire in
Europe; the success in love and war of Robert in Persia, culminating in win-
ning the Sophy’s niece for himself; and the trials and tribulations of Thomas.
The play includes propagandistic elements to promote a political alliance be-
tween England and Persia. It has been pointed out that the play introduces
contemporary Persia to the English through the travels of the brothers. More
importantly, Jane Grogan argues that the play focuses not only on the Sherley’s
Persian enterprises, but also on an England’s attitude to contemporary Persia.

Despite relating events pertaining to contemporary Persia, however, the
brothers’ travels are shown in episodic mode. For example, the travels of An-
thony’s embassy to conclude a defensive alliance against the Ottoman empire

in Europe are vaguely shown: the Pope and the Emperor of Russia will not re-
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spond to his proposal; the States of Venice only welcome his visit. Sherley’s
unsuccessful embassy means a contemporary situation between Persia and
Catholic states in Europe. Whatever the play’s propagandistic intent, it shows
to the English audience the complicated international situation around the
Mediterranean world. This paper will illuminate the international situation by
examining the diplomatic elements of the play in relation to contemporary

events around the Mediterranean world.
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