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The Architectural Contributions of William Merrell Vories
A Case Study of the Hardware in the Japanese National Diet Building
OX M # F *
OKohei OKADO

Abstract: This study focuses on the architectural hardware business of Omi Sales
Company (OSC), which began with the hardware for the Japanese National Diet Building.
The purpose of this study is to highlight the contributions of William Merrell Vories, a
significant figure in the modernization of Japan through architecture, education, and
business, specifically in the field of architectural hardware. This investigation revealed
that Omi Sales, founded by Vories, was responsible for the architectural hardware of the
Japanese National Diet Building. The original hardware’s condition at the time of

construction and its current state in the National Diet Building have been clarified.
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